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The incident in the night of September 19th, 2006 turned Thai political history back to 
the past again: the coup of the Council for Democratic Reform headed by General Sonthi 
Boonyaratglin stripped Mr. Thaksin’s government of all powers.  Only a few minutes before 
the coup Mr. Thaksin Shinawatra, Prime Minister at that time, broadcasted his voice from the 
USA preparing to give a speech in New York City to the United Nations to announce the 
emergency in Bangkok, Thailand and transferred General Sonthi Boonyaratglin, Commander-
in-Chief at that time to the Office of the Prime Minister.  It was the end of Thaksin’s 
government, the first government coming from the election beyond the Constitution of the 
Kingdom of Thailand 1997 (People’ s Constitution), that won general election numerously in 
2001 because the Thai Rak Thai (Thai Loves Thai) Party used its policies running for the 
election and not a malign campaign as usual [1, p. 4-3].  It was also the end of the recent chain 
of consequent events in Thailand that assured the hearsay Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
that there was an influential person standing above the Thai constitution who was probably 
behind that coup.  The Council for Democratic Reform (2006) announced the reasons for the 
coup: 

“…the administration of the present caretaker government has led to severe 
rifts and disunity among the Thai people unprecedented before in Thai history, 
with different sides seeking to win using various means amidst prospects of the 
situation worsening with every day, the majority of the people are suspicious and 
untrusting of the government’s administration which shows signs of rampant 
corruption, malfeasance, political interference in government agencies and 
independent organizations affecting their ability to perform their duties as 
prescribed by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, creating problems and 
obstacles for the conduct of political activities…” [2] 

 
1. Road to Prime Minister Position and the Way of Problems: Thaksin Shinawatra 

is the first prime minister in Thailand's history to lead an elected government through a full 
four-year term in office.  He was born in 1949 in the northern city of Chiang Mai.  Mr. 
Thaksin started his career as a police officer.  In 1973, he received a government scholarship 
to study for master and doctoral degree in criminal justice in the United States.  When he 
returned he went into business, and during the late 1980s began building a telecommunication 
empire, helped by cornering state monopolies. He achieved the feast of becoming a US-dollar 
billionaire in only a couple of years (Phongphaichit & Baker, 2004, p. 162). 

He founded his Thai Rak Thai (Thai Loves Thai) Party in 1998, and its rapid 
emergence transformed Thai politics. Mr. Thaksin swept into office in 2001, soundly 
defeating the old guard from the Democratic Party.  The landslide victory of his own party in 
the 2001 general election enabled him to gain the most powerful position in Thai politics.   
Poorer voters liked his offers of cheap medical care and debt relief, his nationalist platform 
and his contempt for the "Bangkok elite."  And big business also liked him for his CEO style 
of government and his "Taksinomics" policies which created a new boom in the country 
where the Asian financial crisis of the late 1990s began.  Mr. Thaksin also won support for his 
handling of the tsunami relief effort after the 2004 Indian Ocean disaster, which devastated 
parts of south-western Thailand.  But other things were not so easy.  He had to face the fallout 
from his government's suppression of news of an outbreak of bird flu, as well as continuing 
criticism over his methods of stamping out crime.  The violent deaths of more than 2,500 
people during a crackdown on drugs ordered by Mr. Thaksin in 2003 did not affect his public 
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support.  He even weathered criticism over the government's handling of the upsurge in 
violence in the largely Muslim south, where more than 1,000 people died of insurgency began 
in early 2004 (BBC NEWS, 2006).   

Each time Mr. Thaksin appeared to ride out the storm, his backing among his key 
supporters - Thailand's rural voters - apparently unscathed. But the sale of Shin Corp fuelled 
an already active opposition, creating a political storm that proved to be a very rocky ride for 
Mr. Thaksin.  The sale, which netted family members and others $1.9 billions, angered many 
urban Thais, who complained that the family avoided paying tax and passed control of an 
important national asset to Singaporean investors.  With calls mounting for him to resign over 
the issue and large-scale street protests, Mr. Thaksin called a snap general election for April, 
effectively telling opponents to "put up or shut up."  But the main opposition parties 
boycotted the polls and many voters chose to register a "no vote."  Several unopposed ruling 
party candidates failed to achieve the 20% of votes needed to become Members of Parliament, 
leaving parliament unable to convene. Faced with the threat of further protests, Mr. Thaksin 
said he would step down. He did for a few weeks, but returned to office in May ahead of a re-
run of April's elections later in the year.  Following months of political uncertainty, the Thai 
army chief Sonthi Boonyaratglin led a coup in September which stripped Mr Thaksin's 
government of all powers. 

2. The Accomplishment of Thaksin’s Government: No matter whether the 
accusation announced by the Council for Democratic Reform is true or not, Thaksin’s 
government, the government that came to govern by miscellaneous (about 19 million) votes 
and could perform a single-party government successfully, which had never happened in Thai 
political history before, accomplished many projects including new projects as well as the 
projects that had been left unfinished by the previous governments.  Thaksin’s government 
was in power under its election campaign slogan of “new thinking, new doing”.  All their 
projects have benefited the voters who are major citizens in Thailand and can be presented as 
a 4-dimension figure below. 

 
 Thaksin’s 

Government 
Accomplishment 

 

Economics 

 
Society

Administration

 
 
4 Dimensions of Thaksin’s Government Accomplishments 
2.1. Economics: Thaksin’s government used a dual track policy or parallel economic 

management by reducing the reliance on foreign countries and emphasized on making the 
country stronger internally by urging a fundamental economy of the country, especially at the 
grass root level, as well as small and medium enterprises.  It also used a number of various 
measures to encourage more economic activities: such as Thaksin offered relief to debt-ridden 
farmers and the poor in a new social contract – dominated by the million baht village fund [3, 
p. 11], Citizen Bank and “One Tambon, One Product” project (OTOP) that the government 
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supported using folk wisdom of being self-reliant [4, p. 16].  The government helped to make 
connections, specified strategies to increase the country’s competitiveness and provide the 
development of export. In addition, an important project was transforming assets into money: 
the government hastened process to give an opportunity for people with limited opportunities 
to reach a capital source for earning their living and get enough money to develop work.  It 
caused Thai economy to recover quickly and expand continuously.  Although in 2003 the 
economic growth of Thailand and the whole world was negatively affected by the war in Iraq 
and the spread of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), the problems had but a little 
effect on Thailand. The Thai economic expansion ratio grew respectively and exporting value 
increased obviously.  The factor that affected the sustainable expansion of the volume of 
Thailand export was seeking new export markets and starting a free trade policy with other 
countries.  Moreover, Thaksin’s government settled International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan 
from the financial crisis ahead of schedule for 2 years on 31 July 2003 [5].  It made the Thai 
monetary and fiscal status strong; foreign debts decreased and consumers’ confidence 
increased again. The National Economic and Social Development Board reported that the 
personal income of Thai people increased from 79,100 bahts in 2000 to 109,700 bahts in 2005 
and the number of the poor decreased from 12.8 million to 7.1 million [6]. 

 2.2. Society: Thaksin’s government solved such basic problems of the Thai society as 
impoverishment, drug abuse, power abuse by influential people and corruption.  It cooped 
with the impoverishment by sticking to the policy “Add Income, Reduce Expenses, Open 
Opportunities.”  It was announced that there would be no poor citizens in Thailand in six 
years [7, p. 6A].  Solving the problem of drugs, Thaksin’s government used defensive 
measures strictly, suppressed drug dealing absolutely and assuaged drug addicts to come back 
to Thai society by declaring a war on drugs. Between February and May 2003 approximately 
2,500 alleged drug traffickers were killed [8]. Both Thaksin’s government and Thai citizen 
announced the victory in the war with drugs on December 3rd, 2003 making the problem of 
drug abuse that spread out harshly in Thai society get lower up to the level ineffective for 
people’s lives.  It conquered the influential people at the same time.  Mr. Thaksin ordered to 
arrest anyone deemed by the state to be dangerous to the security of the country.  Thaksin’ s 
government also compiled a dark influences blacklist as a measure to stop influential figures 
involved in illegal activities like gambling, drugs, prostitution, ringleading of football betting 
and underground lotteries. To solve the corruption problem, Thaksin’s government 
transformed the procedures in the civil service to be more transparent, controlled the work of 
civil servants, dealt with corruption resolutely and fought with all types of corruption.  
Thailand has long had a reputation for corruption: according to Transparency International’s 
Corruption Perception Index, in 1997 Thailand scored 3.06 and was ranked the 39th out of 52 
countries, which was comparable to many countries in the same stage of economic 
development [9, p. 243].  Moreover, it declared illegitimate businesses like two and three-
digit lottery tickets to be legitimate to get income for the country development and 
administration.  Furthermore, Thaksin’s government imposed an administration policy to 
improve Thai citizens’ standard of living and make people’s hopes come true via lots of 
projects such as cheap houses, cheap notebooks, 30 baht-medical-care programme, cheap 
insurances, etc.  These programmes were called the caring-help (ua athorn) projects [10, p. 
146].  As for the education management, Thaksin’s government changed it to conform to the 
educational reform by operating “One District, One Imagine School” project and “One 
District, One Scholarship” project - choosing one most talented young person in a district for 
studying abroad to make Thai children have equal educational opportunities.  In addition, Mr. 
Thaksin Shinawatra supported the Thai society to be a knowledge-based one by 
recommending numerous valuable books for Thai people to read.  Some of Thaksin’s 
recommendations were: Juan Enrique “As the Future Catches You”; Jeffrey A. Krasmer 
“What the Best CEOs Know: 7 Exceptional Leaders and Their Lessons for Transforming Any 
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Business”; Rick Kash “The New Law of Demand and Supply”; Daniel Goleman “The New 
Leaders”; Christopher Meyer and Stan Davis “It’s Alive”; Roger Martin “The Responsible 
Virus”; and Hernando De Soto “The Mystery of Capital” [11, p. 143]. 

2.3. Administration: Thaksin’s government was citizen-centered performing the 
policies aimed at the most benefits for people.  It performed a governmental reform by 
adjusting the structure of ministries, bureaus and departments to the up-to-date requirements 
and supporting the administrative system that must satisfy people’ requirements [12, p. 358].  
The influence of the new public management is evident in the effort to introduce employment 
by contract that is believed to increase efficiency in the Royal Thai Government.  It also 
brought a governor-style CEO (having both power and extreme responsibility) to be used for 
the first time in Thai government on October 1st, 2003 [13, p. 43].  In addition, Thaksin’s 
government adjusted country’s administration by systematizing the administration of all 75 
provinces (excluding Bangkok), by grouping and planning the provinces development 
strategic plan to set pattern of development performed clearly and tally with the country’s 
development strategy. It developed ministry performance by making ministry strategies to set 
goal while performing a task to achieve an objective efficiently making all parts of Thailand 
efficiently develop in the right way.  At the same time, it made Thailand move forward 
rapidly and continuously in the time of the changeable world. 

2.4. Foreign Affairs: In Thaksin’s government period, Thailand had an exceeding role 
in the world community (especially in the Asian region) by launching the Asian Cooperation 
Dialogue (ACD) that enabled Asian countries to set group to build a more stable and stronger 
region [14].  Moreover, Thaksin’s government promoted economic cooperation with 
neighbour countries - Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Thailand, which was called 
Economic Cooperation Strategy (ECS) or Ayeyawady - Chao Phraya - Mekong Economic 
Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS).  The cooperation made all four contiguous countries work 
together to keep peace, build strong economies and beneficially develop the countries in many 
ways including Trade and Investment Facilitation, Agricultural and Industrial Cooperation, 
Transport Linkages, Tourism Cooperation and Cooperation on Human Resources 
Development [15].  Furthermore, being the host of 2003 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Conference made the reputation of Thailand widespread substantially in the global 
community. 

3. Conclusion: Even if the Council for Democratic Reform appointed working groups 
to examine the activities of Thaksin’s government, the National Counter-Corruption 
Commission, the Anti-Money Laundering Board, Office of the Auditor General of Thailand, 
the Transaction Committee, and the Examination Committee would be still in process.  
However, the results that most people in Thailand realize are that all the projects mentioned 
above (and lots of other projects not mentioned in this paper) have benefited Thai people.  
Hence, the one drawback of Mr. Thaksin Shinawatra, ex-Prime Minister, that is obvious at 
present, is his overconfidence in democracy that made him pay no attention to the antagonist 
minority that could cause disorder in Thailand until it overthrew his government finally.  It is 
the important experience that the next government administrator must be aware of to have 
particular knowledge and capability to decide absolutely and immediately to prevent the 
spread of a problem like that. 

Concluding, I would like to quote the statement of Mr. Thaksin Shinawatra, former 
Prime Minister, at the Conference of section chief government, governor, policemen and 
high-ranking officials at Santimaitree Building, Government House on June 29th, 2006 at 
about 2.30 - 3.00 pm.: 

“…I will not allow any change that is not consistent with democratic process 
decisively.  I will protect democracy of the nation because I believe that the modern 
age gives a great value for democracy.  We have had democracy for too long: if 
someone brings Thailand move backwards by leaving democracy, I will not allow it.  
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I tell you again that I will protect democracy by my life, reaffirm that by my life. 
Consequently, if anyone attempts to exhaust democracy from Thailand in the time 
that I am the Prime Minister, I will absolutely not allow that.  So, in this time you do 
not worry that there will be any political change that is not democratic.  I dare say like 
this because I have never adhered to the Prime Minister position, but I am engrossed 
in making Thailand be still democratic by having the king to be the head of the state, 
other beliefs and systems will not happen as long as I am the Prime Minister of 
Thailand…” [16] 
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