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Annotation

The article is devoted to the death of the Sop@ditical myth and the role of its symbolic heritage

in the formation of the nationatate identity of Russians. The aim of the study is to determine the
place and prospects of elements of Soviet political symbols and mythology as the basis for
building the nationaktate identity of Russian citizens. The political myth is interpreted as a
simplified and in many ways irrational, based osetective approach to facfeym of perception

of reality. The formation of a political myth occurs through the Ustechniques of suggestion,
emotional infection and imitation. The process of destruction of the political mytétésmined

by the influence of three factors: structural changes in the -patiiical reality, the emergence of
contradictions within the gith and the transformation of the target audience. The reason for the
death of the Soviet myth wascombination of the transition of the agrarian society to industrial,
image damage as a result of destalinization and the formation of a mass middie ttladd3SR.
Despite the destruction of the Soviet political myth, its symbolic heritage has remained and
remains in demanih Russian societymainly due to the fact that Russians are ndérefl a
competitive alternativevhich includes an attractive ima@f the future. In addition, the popularity

of Soviet political symbols is facilitated by the fact that historical memory naturally preserves in
itself mainly events that are separated from the present moment by a period of 3 to 4 generations.
As a result the nationabktate identity of Russians is largely reproduced on the basis of the
symbolic legacy of the already lost Soviet political myth. This resource has limitations: in 20 years
one can expect the cessation of the natural reproduction of histameshory of the ke
achievement of the Soviet eda the victory over Nazi Germany. The latter sets before the
political elites the taslof ensuringthat the nationastate identity is filled with a new symbolic
content, which, at the same time, should mottadict the elements already included in it.

Keywords
Political myth, political symbol, politics of memory, Soviet symbolism, historical memory.
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